PROVISIONS
of the International contest of folk song artists 
"VOICES OF ANCIENT CITIES" 
as part of the 4th International forum of ancient cities on September 22-26, 2021 in Ryazan
1. GENERAL PROVISIONS

1.1. The International contest of folk song artists "VOICES OF ANCIENT CITIES" (hereinafter - "Contest") is designed to contribute to preservation, development and popularization of traditions of national singing cultures in their global style diversity, as well as to attract public attention to the musical cultural heritage of ancient cities around the world.
1.2. The Contest takes place in Ryazan as part of the 4th International forum of ancient cities (hereinafter - "Forum").
1.3. The Contest is supported by the Government of the Ryazan region.
2. OBJECTIVES AND GOALS OF THE CONTEST

2.1. The objective of the Contest is to preserve, support and promote national singing cultures. 
2.2. Goals of the Contest:
- to develop international collaboration in the field of culture;
- to call attention of the general public to national singing cultures around the world;
- to expose and support original folk song performers.
3. THE FOUNDER AND ORGANIZERS OF THE CONTEST

3.1. The Founder of the Contest is the Ministry for Culture and Tourism of the Ryazan region (hereinafter - "Ministry");
3.2. The Organizers of the Contest are:
- The State autonomous cultural institution "Ryazan Regional Philharmonic Society";
- The State budgetary Institution of Culture of the Ryazan region "Ryazan Regional Scientific and Methodological Center of Folk Art".
4. REQUIREMENTS FOR PARTICIPANTS

4.1. The Contest is open to individual folk song performers (soloists) in two age categories:
- youth (18-30 years old):
- adult (31 years and older).
4.2. Participants of the Contest must have the necessary performing vocal skills and the mastery that is confirmed in a brief description of the participant.
5. APPLICATION FOR PARTICIPATION

5.1. Application forms for participation in the Contest are to be sent per e-mail filarm@fil62.ru to the State autonomous cultural institution "Ryazan Regional Philharmonic Society".
5.2. The application deadline is June 01, 2021.
5.3. The application must contain the following documents and materials:
- the application form of the Contest participant;
- consent to personal data processing (for citizens of the Russian Federation); 
- video record of the participant's Contest programme;
- a copy of the document certifying the identity, age and citizenship of the participant of the Contest;
- colour photos of the participant of the Contest in digital with a size of at least 1748x1480, intended for publication (submitted only in electronic form);
5.4. Applications that do not contain at least one of the documents listed in paragraph 5.3. of this provision will not be considered.
5.5. Video record requirements:
- the maximum allowed file size is 2 GB, AVI, MP4, 3GP, MPEG, MOV, MP3, FLV or WMV formats;
- each video must begin with the participant's last name, first name, patronymic and age;
- recording is to be performed as a single file.


6. CONTEST PROCEDURE

6.1. The Contest is held in one remote round and is based on the video materials of the Contest programmes until July 01, 2021 inclusive. 
6.2. The winners of the I – III Degree in the Contest are invited to participate in the Gala Concert of the 4th International Forum of Ancient Cities, which will be held in Ryazan on September 25, 2021. 
6.3. The Jury is entitled to determine the composition and the number of Contest winners that will take part in the Gala Concert. The decision of the Jury is final and not negotiable. 
6.4. The winners of the Contest chosen by the Jury for participation in the Gala Concert are required to present a negative result of the COVID-19 PCR test that was taken no earlier than 72 hours before the Gala Concert. 
7. CONTEST PROGRAMME

7.1. In the Contest the participant performs 2 diverse folk songs. It is mandatory to include songs in the Contest repertoire in compliance with the dialect and style features of the region (ancient city) represented by the participant.
7.2. A mandatory condition of the Contest program is the performance of a folk song acappella (unaccompanied).
7.3. The performance of the Contest program involves the use of an instrumental accompanying phonogram using traditional folk instruments of the regional (local) tradition, represented by the participant of the Contest.
7.4. The repertoire of the Contest programme should correspond to the artistic, performing and age capabilities of the participants. 
7.5. The duration of the Contest programme is 10 minutes at most. If the specified time limit is exceeded, the jury has the right to stop the performance of the contestant.
8. RULES OF CONTEST EVALUATION

8.1. To evaluate the Contest performances, a jury is formed, which includes well-known Russian specialists of folk singing art, leading folklorists.
8.2. The contestant's performance is evaluated on a 10-point scale. The final result consists of the average number of points received. 
8.3. The contestant's performance is evaluated according to the following criteria:
- vocal and intonation skills;
- performing culture;
- expressive performance and musical taste of the participant;
- level of proficiency in folk singing techniques;
- the originality of the regional vocal tradition;
- the originality of the performer's stage costume. 
9. PROMOTION OF CONTEST PARTICIPANTS

9.1. According to the results of remote listening, the winners in each age category are awarded the title of Laureate of the I, II, III degree. The remaining participants of the Contest are awarded the title of diploma holder.
9.2. The jury of the Contest has the right to award the Grand Prix to a participant who has a bright creative personality and has shown a high level of performing skills.
9.3. The Contest Jury has the right to:
- award not all titles of laureates;
- award special prizes.
9.4. State and public organizations, mass media, enterprises, institutions and creative unions may establish special prizes for the Contest participants. 
10. FINANCIAL TERMS OF THE COMPETITION

10.1. The organizers of the Contest pay for travel, accommodation, 3 meals a day, internal transfer for the winners of the Competition, who are participants of the Gala Concert of the 4th International Forum of Ancient Cities. 
10.2. The Contest is financed from the regional budget, as well as from extra-budgetary sponsorship donations. 
11. CONTACT INFORMATION

11.1. Curator of the Contest is Deputy Director for the organization of concert activities of the State autonomous cultural institution "Ryazan Regional Philharmonic Society" Maria Yuryevna Zorko, phone 8-4912-50-20-11.
11.2. Assistant Curators:
- Chief Administrator Irina Valentinovna Baranova, phone 8-4912-25-20-74; 
- Administrator Olga Anatolyevna Solomatina, phone 8-4912-25-40-37.

12. FINAL PROVISIONS

12.1. The organizers of the Contest reserve the right to use the first names, last names, photos and other information of the participants for the purposes provided by hosting the Contest.
12.2. The organizers of the Contest reserve the right to change some paragraphs of the provision in order to adjust the terms and programme of the Contest.



Appendix No. 1
to the Provisions on the International Contest
of Folk Song Performers "Voices of Ancient Cities"


APPLICATION FORM
of the Participant of the International Contest of folk song performers
"VOICES OF ANCIENT CITIES" 
as part the 4th International Forum of Ancient Cities
_______________________________________
(the name of the organization of origin)
recommends for participation in the contest _______________________________________
(last name, first name, patronymic)

In the age category ________________________  (specify the date, month and year of birth)
Educational background (when and what the participant graduated from, speciality) ___________________________________________________________________________
Place of work or study ________________________________________________________
Brief creative description:
Repertory:
1. ___________________________
2. ___________________________
The presence of an accompanying soundtrack ______________________________________
The participant ‘s contact information (phone, e-mail) _______________________________
Head of the organization of origin _______________________________________________

"_____" _________ 2021                                                         (signature, stamp)

